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It is now just a little over five weeks ago that the Chevrolet station wagon 
deposited us at the American School in Jerusalem, The drive from Beirut took ° 
us about twelve hours, of which fully two were consumed in frontier procedures, 
another hours was spent mending a broken spring, still another at the Palmyra 
Hotel in DaniScus which we have already come to recognize as our favorite Near 
East’ hostel, The Lebanons and Anti-Lebanons seemed more magnificent than be-’ 
fore, and each hour brought us fresh surprises of natural beauty and grandeur, 
We did not want for gond company. Imran, the School's imcomparable driver, 
gave a running commentary on each new sight, The drive from Damascus was hot 
and dusty; the sun beat relentlessly over tke desert; the loneliness of the 
open spaces and the apparent absence of habitation ushered us into a world 
that had been alien for twenty-three years, Yet none of us(my wife, daughter 
and I) experienced "the dreary monotony of the desert"; on the contrary, the 
constant change in the terrain, the shifting play of light and shadow, the 
stately trains of camels, many herds of sheep and goats, the solitary bedawi 
squatting on the land, often in the blazing sun, the diversity of the village 
life, tiny communities of the bedu, all absorbed our interest to such a degree 
that the time passed very quickly, It was atter ten o'clock when we finally 
reached Jerusalem, but the late hour did not prevent Dr, and Mrs, Frank Cross 
from giving us a cordial and enthousiastic welcome, By the time we had washed 
up, Miriam Ghannum, our assistant cook, had prepared a delicious supper, Our 
introduction th the School culminated in the long conversation we had that’ 
night so that by the time we were ready to retire we felt we had come home, 


We had been -in Europe for some ten weeks so this was the first time we really 
felt at all settled, 


In many ways the time spent on the continent proved an excellent background 

for our year's work, Our hotel in London, The Kenilworth, was but a stone's 
throw from the British Miseum, so we had ample opportunity to inspect anti- 
quities of the Near East, The Museum gave us an excellent survey of the liter— 
ary and non-literary remains of the ancient'East; the documentation of the dOb-= 
jects was superb, much more full than those of the other museums we visited, 

The ten days in Paris gave us time enough to go th the Louvre a number of times; 
here the objects were better displayed, more convincingly and artistically or- 
dered and set, end, of course, there were meny more recent materials, like 

those from Ugarit, Mord and Byblos. From July 21-24 we attend the summer meet~ 
ing of the British Society for Old Testament Study at Cambridge, The attend- 
ance was exceptionally large, and the University cut-did itself in extending 

to its guests every couttesy, The English gatherings are much more leisurely 
than those of our own SBLE, There is much more time for conversatién and relax 
ation, Papers are fewer and conseduently more thoroughly discussed, The for= 
eign guests were Ludwig Koehler, G, Widengren and your director, Each of us 
read a paper: Koehler on "David: die Geschichte eines Gestaltwandels," a su- 
perb presentation full of the vitality and human interest which characterizes 

so much of the Swiss scholar's work; Widengren on "Oral Tradition and Written 
Literature among the Hebrews in the Light of Arabic Evidence," a brilliant 
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comparison with rich documentation from Arabic sources dominated by the char— 
acteristic point of view of the traditioshistorical school but much more re- 
strained and guarded than some of the more extreme adherents, and myself on 
“An Introduction to the Theology of Second Isaiah," At the last meeting each 
of the members and guests was presented with a beutiful facsimile of the Nesh 
pepyrus, now housed in the Cambridge University Libary, 


The biennial meeting of the International Congress of Old Testament Scholers 
wes held at Copenhagen on August 25=28, It was a notable gathering of Old 
Testament specialists from all over the world, Therecent death of Aage Ber.t—- 
sen gave the opening session a subdued and almost sombre aspect, Professor 

E, Hvidberg, the Minister of Education of Denmark, who knew Bentzen intimates 
ly and was profoundly interested in all his work, paid him a glowing tribute, 
as did Johannes Pedersen end Sigmund lowinckel, Pere de Vaux had come from 
Jerusalem to attend the meetings, He presented a characteristically incis:.ve 
and brilliant.ly-deiivered paper on the occasion of the two-hundredth anniver- 
sary of Astructs Méncires: "A propos du second centenaire d'tAstruc, Reflect- 
ions sur l'état actiicl de la critique du Pentateuque", in which he not only 
surveyed the significance of Astruc's work but also gave a superb evaluation 
of Wellheusen and a forthright critioue of the Scandinavian traditio-historical 
school, Unfortunately Enzgnell was unable to be present so there were no 
sparks} Da Vaux gave another lecture, this time cuite impromptu, on the Mira- 
ba'at caves and inscriptions, much of which had appeared in the spring number 
of the Revue Biblioue, Andre Parrot was scheduled to read a paper on the aitars 
and eultic instaliations at Mari, but the ninth campaign at Mari was to begin 
a few weeke later, so he had to cancel it. Dupont—Sommer read a paper on the 
beginnings of Aramean History, It is perhaps no accident that all three of 
these scholars are French; we have all been impressed since coming to the Near 
East. this fall at the tremendous amount of important work the French are do- 
ing, chiefly under governmental support, in the field of archaeology, most 
conspicuously, of course, in Syria, 





The Danish government and the University of Copenhagen spared no pains in mak- 
ing this international meeting one of the most fruitful and exciting which 
most of us had ever attended, I hope I have not dealt unduly atlength with 
these two scholarly gatherings: as a matter of fact, both in the programs 
themselves and in the many discussions there was an intense interest in the 
archaeological activity in the Near East, Naturally the scrolls at Khirbet 
Qumran and at Muraba'at held first place, and the hope was expressed again and 
again that the manyscore (perhaps hundredsj) of fragments might be soon avail- 
able for seholarly study, But back to the School] 


The only guests at the School at the time of our arrival on September 12th, 
were the representatives of the Deutsches Evangelisches Institut fiir Alter- 
tumswissenschaft des Heiligen Landes: Professor and Mrs, Kurt Gallting, of the 
University of Mainz, Dr. Hans Walter Welff, Professor of Old Testament at the 
Kirchliche Hochschule at vupperthal, Dr, Arnulf Kuschke, instructer in Old 
Testamegt at the University of Erlangen, and Miss G, Schoen, instructer in Bib- 
le near Nuerenberg, For three weeks they visited various tells in Jordan and 
our table ednversations were much enriched by Professor Galling's comments and 
discussions, On September 20th, the Institut held a formal reeopening of its 
summer coumses under the sponsorship of the Lutheran World Federation at the 
Festival Hall of the Augusta Victoria Hospital on the Mount of Olives, Pre= 
fessor’Galling read a paper on: "The God from Carmel in the Light of New Monu- 
ments", and Dr, Kuschke read an unpublished paper by Albrecht Alt on "Le Nou= 


veeu texte du roi Tiglatpilezer", to appear, I believe, in the second volume 
of Alt's. Kleine Schriften, 
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Many representatives of the various academic and ecclesiastical institutians 
of Jerusalem were present, and at the tea which followed the formal program 
we had the pleasure of greeting many old friends of the School, As usual, the 
scrolls came in for a good deal of discussion, 


Since it seems unlikely that the School will participate ir. the excavations at 
Jericho this year or continue its work at Dhiban, the number of persons enrol- 
Jed is not larze. Professor and Mrs. Boone owen of Emory University are 
spending several months with us. Our Fellow this yéar is Mr, Oleg Grabar, one 
ef Professor Hitti's graduate students at Princeton, He is working on medieval 
Arabic poetry ard Khirbet al-Msfjar, where he is miking - speciol study of the 
paintings of th> UmayyHd pslace, Most of these pzintings cre in small pieces, 
snd the Palestine ifuseum hes been at work for months sttempting to put them 
together, The results thus far have been remerksble; in fact,’ one of the’most 
exciting places in Jerusclem it present is the work-room of Mr, Sd'ad, Sro, 
where a good deel of the irtricate stone carving has been restored, Mr, Grabar 
is also working on his doctorzl dissertation on the impericl ideas of the Um- 
ayyids end their artistic expression, Two students from Union Theological 
Seminery have enrolled forthe year: Mr, James Ross, . graduate student, and 
Mr, Ivan Kaufmon, a second-year student, Ross is at work on paleo-Hebrew 
scripts under the supervision of Dr, Cross and is reading some of the importe 
ant north-Semitic texts under my direction, Ur, G, Lankester Harding has been 
very generous in permitting us to have access to the scrolls ond has assured 
me thet there would be no difficulty in permitting cpmpetently-trained per- 
sons to participate in the study, Kaufman has heen working on pottery, has 
been reading extensively both here and at the Museum, and there is a good pras-= 
pect that he mey join at lesst one archaeological expedition under the British 
next winter, depending portly upon the grant of funds for excavating one of the 
sites te be inundated by the Yarmuk project, The spirit of our group has been 
superb, The men are herd workers, They are eager to make the most of their 
time and are taking every oppo. rtunity to gain a knowledge ofthe land, One 

of Professor Rowley's greduate students, Mr. Allegro, has just arrived and will 
be here foro year working on the scrolls at the Museum, Another Union Semin- 
ary student, Mr. Gus Jeenings, is here for five weeks and is concentrating for r 
the present on the geogr-phy and topography of Palestine, Later in the month 
Frofessor Hommerschaimb of the University of Aarhus will be here, He expects 
to stay for two or three months, There are a number of others, too, who have 
spplicrl for residence at the Scheel, In the meantime we have had visits from 
Miss Dinna Kirkbride, who is restoring some of the remains at Jerash, and Mr, 


G, Lankester Herding, Director of Antiquities for the Hashemite Kingdom of the 
Jordan, 


Two afternoons were spent recently in short trips, both of them covering much 

the same territory, The first of these included Tell el-Ful, er~Rem and Tell 

*rim-Nasteh, Most of the time was spent at Tell el-Ful where the results of A= 
oright's excavaticns are still quite clear and frem which ene can still learn 

9 great deal by cereful observation, 


We picked up - number of Early Iren sherds, some of them excellent specimens, 

“e found next to nothing at er-Ram, but we should return there for a more tho 

rojigh exploration, It wes almost dark by the time we reached Tell en-Nasbeh, 

We found a few sherds, none of them significant, but sained a fine view of phe 

famous rond from the top of the hill, Cur second trip began with Anata, than 

Ras er-Kharribeh, which has been prferred to Anata by several scholars as the , 
site of ancient Anathoth, then Tell el-Ful and Tell en-Nasbeh, At Anata we 

found practically no signifiernt pottery; st Res er-fmrrubbeh we picked up a 

fumber of interesting Iron Age sherds, We found more pottery at Tell en-Nasbeh 

during our second visit, Albrecht Alt has just published an article on the 
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greatly controverted subject of the identification of Mizpah in the Zeit- 
schrift des Deutschen Palnestini-Vereins (Vol, 69, 1953, pp. 1-27): "Neue Er 
wigungen uber die L-ge von ifizpch, Atzroth, Beeroth and Gibeon," It is a 
cautious article filied with penetrating observations, Alt is impressed with 
the ambiguity cf the litercry references and is inclined to find two Mizpahs, 
one of which he still identifies with Nebi-S-mwil, she other with Tell en-Nas- 
beh, The sugrestion certainly deserves consideratioa, and it must be admitted 
that there is 20 5 priori cbjection to this view, The relevant passages which 
Alt assigns to Nebi Semwil mist be tested ard critically evaluated, 





As en interlude it is perhaps in plece to mention the formal opening of our 
academic yeer, On Uctober 3rd, the American School held its ennual tea, I 
suspect the report of the occz:sion deplicates the reports of former years, In 
fect the writer seems to recall similar accounts yecr after year as he read 
the news-letter for the first month of the year, Nevertheless, at the risk of 
porroting my predecessors, let me say that "tthe new year opened auspiciously." 
Over one hundred and fifty friends of the School attended the tea; the atmosphere 
was cordizl and friendly, The Director and nis wife «nd Frofessor and Mrs, 
Cross received in the living-room of tie Director's House, Fortunately our 
guests did not come cll at once, so we had ample oprortunity to visit quite at 
leisure with many friends of the School, The Mayor and members of the city 
council were present, the eccle. siastical dignitaries were there, some of them 
with guards armed with swords, and our accdemic collengues from neighboring 
institutions, The Ecole Biblique sent a fine contingent, but Pére Vincent 

had to send his regrets, expressed in poignantly beautiful words, Omar and his 


staff served tea in the garden; I doubt whether any one in derusalem can do a 
better job than Omar, 


The chairman of our Jeruszlem School Committee, Professor Henry Detweiler, paid 
us < visit for severnl days, He not only oarried on important negotintions 
which had defied the efforts of others, but introduced us in many ways into 
the mysteries of directing the School, The Director wishes to record his’ sense 
of deep appreciation to Frofessor Detweiler for his wise counsel and help, and 
not leest for his down-to-earth common sense, The yenr would heave been more 
difficult without the push he gave us at the pitint when we needed it most, 


By far the most important event of the present academic year thus far was a 
major field trip through Syria end Lebanon, We made a special effort to receive 
gratis visas from Jordan, Lebanon and Syria, and finzlly, :fter much correspond- 
ance, endless negotiations, and conferences with the consul-tes, both Ameri- 
can and foreign, we succeeded in pessing through all three countries without 
poying eny of the usual fees, At least one thing emerged from our contacts 
with the various foreign offices; the extraordinary interest shown by many lead- 
ers in the culturol life of their nations, above 211 »s it reflects itself in 
the various archneological enterprises, A good illustration of this cultural 
interest, inevitably associsted with the rising nationalisms, is the publicate 
ion: Les Annales Archéologiaues de Syrie: Reme d!tirchéologie et d'Histoiro 
enme, These volumes «re superbly illustrated, resson:ble in price, end 
clearly written, both in French and Arabic, The Jordon minister of the inter- 
ior went out of his wey to express the deep interest of the government in the 


work of our School and sssured me that his government was ready to do everything 
to support our work in any wey possible, 





We left Jerusalem esrly on the morning of October 9th ond‘ returned the evening 
of October 18th. Our itinerary was as follows:*Jerusalen, Lemascus(two days), 
Palmyra(a day), Tell Hsriri(Mri), Dura-Europos, Deir ez-Zor, Raaqa, Aleppo, 
Halobiyyeh, Res esh-Shemra, Jebeil, Nuhr el-Kelb, Beirut, Banlbek, Domascus 
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mt Jerusalem, We were handicapped by the absence of any trained archreolog- 
st, tat we had all prepered for the trip, and in the czse of Ras esh-Shamra 

yw kag the expert direction of Professor Schneffer, It will be impossible in 

+sfg rewaeletter to give a complete report, so I shall limit myself to the: 

sttes ef loter periods, reserving for later the report on Tell Heriri(Meri), 
-ve{l(2ybles) end Res esh-Shamra(Ugerit), I moy say here, however, that 
haeffer hes made some extremely importsnt finds in recent weeks and the dis- 

-wery of one group of texts at least may not only add to our knowledge of the 
‘Istory of the fomous site but may revolutionize many of our pest hotions of 

the eglturel forces at work there, Schaeffer will publish tnrese inscriptions 

in his next report which is to appear next sping, Until then it will be in- 
yeesitle to disclose their nature «nd content, 


Yer the following three poregrephs I em indebted to the account submitted by 
“ip Fellow, Oleg Grabcr, 


Almost -l1 the major periods of Syrisn history were represented during the trip 
with two exceptions, Our tight schedule did not permit us to visit either 
Naussfe or Qaltat Semcnne, ond the Byzantine period wis therefore represented 
sly ty perts of the military camp ot Hallabiyyeh, which in some respects came 
to most of us as the greatest surprise of the whole trip, and by such Byzantine 
elements zs could be seen in lntcr monuments et Damsscus or in the museums, 

A heavy chunderstorm prevented our visiting the Kerak des Chevaliers, so we did 
NOt herve the opportunity to study et all closely the art of the Crusaders, but 
we coilic see something of the lessér castles and churches on the road from 
Latakis to Beirut from the outside, 


Most of the members of our expedition felt that the major impression of our 
entire trip was the extroordiniury development of Romen civilizetion in Syria; 
in, {-<%, this was impressed more deeply on our minds ench succeeding day. 
Sapectsiiy ot Dura-Europes, Halabiyyeh, Banlbek, Falmyre and Demescus(and above 
"UL Dire and Palmyra), we were struck by the synthesis between purely Roman 
treditiers and the Semitic and Farthion civilizetions of the Near East. To 
reed of hese matters is one thing, but to see them bodied forth in stone and 
€Mcm*ized in the language of the inscriptions before our eyes was quite a- 
“Other, The profound influence of Rome on Syria was probably the most signi- 
Sicone ceg3g0n Of the trip with the possible exception of the new elements now 
Beas tad at Ros esh-Shomra, 

—— **» many Islamic monuments four periods were’represented: (1) In Damas— 
tad a “asr al-Hoyr, in the desert west of Palmyra, we saw many examples of 
~ 7e** at, Many other fragments are to be seen in the museum et Damascus,° 


nat i “7 well lead to interesting conclusions on the problem of Islamic art, 

“my-g.,/ 2180 supplement the information yielded by the Umayyad remnents of 

ne... (2) At Raaca, parts of the: ancient mosoue and the so-called 
-:,  ‘ate," which, properly speaking, belong to a liesopotamian archite:t= 

mete tition, gave us a chance to study the art of the Abassids, (3) In 

oie etty 2 in Damascus we also saw many features of art extending back into the 


we « ‘nd Seljuq period (llth to 13th centuries), especially in the mosques 
ie on ‘““ieumse It was particularly interesting to compare the brick architect= 
‘“a9a with the stone architecture of Aleppo and to see how architectonic 
ree * created in brick were translated into stone. (4) In Damasans and 
eytt;,., 968w a few Mameluk and Ottoman mosques, whose style forms a sort of 

“'% of all the types previously found in the area, 


3 
5 t 


B i, . 
‘a aa "sant to record that wherever we went, we were received most cordially. 


' “4ors of the mseums at Damascus and Aleppo did everything to make our 
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visit profitable, even permitting us to take photographs, a privilege rarely 
extended to outsiders, I am told, The Director of the Demascus Museum called 
on your Director at his hotel, and at Aleppo we found to our great surprise 
that the director of anticuitics had sent a special lettcr to the officer of 
the guard at the Citadel to show us every courtesy; an order which was scru- 
pulously obeyed, In this whole region of the Near East where the ferment of 
national self-consciousness was apparent t.herever we went, where the nc ws 
reached us of riots at Beirut, dark rumblings throughout Jordan snd Syria, and 
disturbing events in Egypt, we witnessed governmental officials extending 
their hands to us from the Vest, with the realization that in the expansive 
realm of culture and art we were united by bonds which they were anxious to 
strengthen and confirm, 


We shall have something to sey in our next news-letter about our visit to sites 
of particular interest to the students of the Old Testamcnt and especially a~ 
bout our work on the scroll fragments. But. let me record one dominant convict- 
ion that hes grown steadily in the five weeks we have been at the School; a 
conviction that comes, I suspect, to cach new director as he moves throughout 
the wider community in which our School is situated, It is simply this: the 
American School of Oriental Research at Jerusalem is a center of learnirg and 
research of tremendous importence in this part of the world and its possibilit- 
ies for the future, perhaps today more than at any other time during its past 
history, are beyond anything we have yet realized, It is a thrilling opport~ 
unity to be part of this grest institution, and oll the members of the School 
this year face the year with the expectation thst greater things lie ahead, 


On one or two of these possibilities we shall have something further to say at 
a later time, 


James Muilenburg,Director, 


Supplement by A.H.Detweiler Rome October 26, 1953 


Modern methods of transportation mede it possible for me to make a literal flying 
trip to Jerusalem from Rome, wnere I am spending my sabbatic leave, My trip was 
primarily concerned with the business affairs of the School, The resident staff 


and I thought it might be well to report on the present situation so that our 
friends at home would know something of our problem. 


Jerusalem has changed greatly during the last few years. Those of you who have 
been out there as recently as two years ago would scarcely’ recognize the Herod's 
Gate quarter, and others who have not been out since before the war would be 
completely lost, Shops line much of the road to the west of the School. from 
Herod's Gate almost to a point opposite our main entrance, St. George's Schcol 
has increased the size of its plsying field, leaving a space for a roadway that 
is being developed westward from our gatevay, South of cur property is another 
row of shops ending in a hotel directly across from our southezst corner, East 


of that other shops are being built on both sides of the street, In addition a 
large cinema is well on the way to completion, 


Several large structures are being erected to the north of the school property, 

across the street from the St. George's playing field, Cne of them is a bank 
building and the other is one of the most modern-looking cinemas I have ever seen, 
It is made of reinforced concrete and stone, and looks as if it came directly from 


Hollywood, New hotels and #partment houses are springing up at 
larly on the hill north of the 


all sides, particu- 
fmerican Colony on the way to gamallah, 








oo 
All this building has put our School in the center of the New Arab Jerusalem, 

We are now occupying the corner corresponding to Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street in 
New York City. One of my tasks was to negotiate the transfer of a strip of land 
to the city in order to widen the street south of our property, Another problem 
concerned our shure of the cost of the new sewer that is being built to take care 
of the new population, 


The physical plant is in excellent condition and the servants are doing their 
best, As you can see from the fine letter preceding my addition, the administra- 
tion is in very capable hands, and we can expect a greetdeal from the year, We 
regret that due to leck of trained personnel we cannot continue our association 
with the British School at Jericho, but on the other hand I am sure that the work 
on the Scroll material will make a great coatribution to scholarship, and we do 
hope to be able to get back to archaeology in another year, 


AHD. 





